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• Energy storage and the flexibility, responsiveness and security of the 

energy system

• Electricity storage in particular?

• A game changer?

• Nonetheless, life isn’t just about energy supply……

• ….and what are out perceptions on the demand-side?

• In terms of ‘changing the game’, understanding of wider public policy 

and politicians perhaps the crucial challenge

• A new way of thinking…..multiple benefits? 

• Not that new? Not just recognising policy trade offs anymore…. 

A wider policy perspective?



Energy efficiency has lasting stimulatory effects

• September 16 - Scottish Government inclusion of investment in energy 

efficiency in post-Brexit economic stimulus package 

• Initial policy focus? – impacts on fuel poverty, public budgets……output and 

job creation triggered by building activity to make homes and public 

buildings more energy efficient…. but how much additional sustained 

activity?



Energy efficiency has lasting stimulatory effects

• Further, and lasting, economic stimulus generated by what happens once 

increased efficiency takes effect

– Increased disposable household income

– Savings from lower energy bills redirected to spending on other things

– Depending on how economy responds, some winners and losers

– But likely net lasting gains at economy-wide/macroeconomic level

• Even clearer story in efficiency improves in industrial energy use, 

particularly in energy and/or export intensive, or key upstream 

supply chain





Multiple Benefits of Energy Efficiency (IEA, 2014)



Multiple benefits thinking not limited to energy 

efficiency



Not just about the potential for benefits



Example: CCS Commercialisation Competition



What would the narrative around energy (electricity?) 

storage be in this context?

• House of Lords (Feb.17) – prioritise low energy bills and security over low 

carbon

• What can storage offer in terms of the multiple benefits?

• At local area level (persuading public)? 

• And wider Scotland/UK (persuading Scottish/UK govt.)?

• Making the fiscal case?

• Does it share same type of upfront costs/investment hurdle as CCS?

• Communication using HMT Green Book ‘language’

• And considering in context of economy-wide modelling? (UK Parliament 

Enquiry on ‘HMT and Sustainability’)


